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brought him to believe every word he wrote, and that,
in this testament to his own changelessness 'without
shadow of turning/ he considered that he had proved
before any impartial jury of sober minds and steady heads
that, among the mischief-making monarchs and treacherous
governments of Europe, whose impetuous policies, whose
sabre-rattlings and pilings-up of armaments had brought
about the great catastrophe, he alone had never uttered
a provocative word nor made a threatening gesture.
Instead of himself being tried, as Mr. Lloyd George had
promised, he puts the world on trial, William contra
mundum, and as prosecuting counsel exposes its criminal
career, and as jury finds it guilty on every count. He
was convinced of the truth of what he wrote, and was
confident that he would convince his readers. He had
climbed to the supreme pinnacle of egotism, and had
come to believe anything that harmonised with his own
conception of himself.

The consciousness of being Emperor remained with him
still, himself undiminished; and his House of Doom,
furnished with pictures and marbles and tapestries from
the New Palace, with its hundred acres of land in place
of his innumerable castles and illimitable estates, became
his Empire. Every morning he received the domestic
report of his Hof-Marschal instead of giving audience to
his Imperial Chancellor or his War Minister, and his
aide-de-camp read him news from the eight German
papers which he took in. Captain von Ilsemann was
married now to the daughter of Count Godard Bentinck,
but he must be ready for his duties every day, so he slept
alternately at Doom and Amerongen, and after a night
at Amerongen he bicycled seven miles so as to be at Doom
by nine in the morning. The wood-chopping went on,